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AT A GLANCE

District residents to vote on  
$105.3 million budget

Proposed Budget
$105,338,269

Budget Increase
2.60%

Tax Levy 
Increase
2.41%

Budget Vote
Tuesday, May 17 
9 a.m. - 9 p.m. at all 
elementary schools, 
plus Maplewood and 
Goodrich buildings

On Tuesday, May 
17, North Colonie 
Central School 
District residents will 
go to the polls to vote 
on a proposed $105.3 
million budget for the 
2016-17 school year. 
The proposed budget 
preserves all pro-
gramming, increases 
spending by 2.6 
percent over the cur-
rent year’s budget and 
carries a proposed tax 
levy increase of 2.41 
percent, meeting the 
district’s maximum 
allowable limit, requiring a simple majority to pass.

The driving force behind this year’s budget devel-
opment process is an increase in student enrollment 
that is expected to continue for many years.

A recent demographic study forecasts an ad-
ditional 939 students enrolling over the next ten 
years, mostly populating grades K-6. In addition, 
the Capital District Regional Planning Commis-
sion projects that 800 new housing units will come 
online in the district between 2016 and 2020.

With the growth in enrollment, the district antici-
pates a greater number of students will require sup-
port academically and socially. Additional staffing 
to enhance services for the district’s special needs 
and English as a New Language (ENL) learners (as 
mandated by New York state) is part of the 2016-17 
budget, as well as a greater infusion of technology 
for students in grades K-12. 

The budget includes the transfer of $3,052,736 mil-
lion to the district’s capital reserve fund to complete 
needed improvements in district school buildings.

With a growth in taxable value in the Town of 
Colonie, it is estimated that tax rates will increase by 
0.6 percent, one of the lowest in recent years. 

Staffing for special needs  
and ENL students

The district has included an additional 6.5 FTE 
(full-time equivalent) special education teaching 
positions in the proposed budget, which aligns 
with the NYS Education Department guidelines 
stipulating the re-organization of special education 
classrooms. This will result in smaller class sizes 
with more direct support services for students.

Two additional ENL teachers are proposed for 
the elementary level, to continue to phase in a NYS 
co-teaching mandate.

Growth in enrollment serves as the foundation for 2016-17 budget decisions

Estimated Tax 
Rate Increase
0.60%

                 [continued on page 3]

Shaker High School students help sort 6,700 books that were donated to sophomore Caroline 
Kremer’s “Book Shelf ” collection campaign for less fortunate children in the North Colonie 
School District . Kremer was the first student to be recognized in the district’s North Colonie 
Kids Care program,which started this year.
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Minecraft:  
Education Edition

During the first meeting of the 2016-

17 budget committee, two Blue Creek 

Elementary students had a chance  

to participate in the process, by  

presenting to the Board of  

Education on why they believe  

bringing Minecraft: Education  

Edition software to the classroom 

will be beneficial to the computer  

science curriculum. 

Sagar Sahu and Ryan Mahoney present to the  
Board of Education during the March 3 Budget  
Committee meeting.

Students present to Board of Education how 
popular video game can be educational tool

 Sixth graders Ryan Mahoney and Sagar Sahu teamed up after 
an argumentative essay lesson to write and present an addi-
tional essay on Minecraft. A popular puzzle-like video game for 
students, allowing users to build virtual structures and worlds 
using 3D blocks, Minecraft: Education Edition was created for 
use as a tool for STEM learning. Creators describe the program 
as an open world that promotes creativity, collaboration, and 
problem solving. After writing the essay and creating a presen-
tation, Mahoney and Sahu submitted their work to Blue Creek 
Principal Annette Trapini and Superintendent Joseph Corr. The 
two students then received an invitation to present to the Board 
of Education.

“We wanted to show Minecraft was interesting and fun, but that 
students can learn from it too,” said Mahoney.

“It’s like a mini-classroom on a computer,” added Sahu.

During their presentation, the sixth graders described how the 
software allows users to become better problem-solvers and be-
gin to explore the worlds of engineering and computer science.

“When our two sixth grade students presented to the board, 
they exemplified the kind of higher level work that we expect 
our students to achieve,” said Superintendent Joseph Corr. 
“Specifically, they wrote persuasively, used technology effec-
tively, collaborated, and communicated very effectively to an 
authentic audience.”

“Our students are our ultimate customers,” added Assistant 
Superintendent for Business, William Furlong. “One of our dis-
trictwide initiatives this year was to improve the use of instruc-
tional technology. The students are pushing us in that direction.” 

Minecraft: Education Edition is appropriated in the budget 
under software purchases for next year.

To learn more about North 
Colonie’s 2016-17 proposed 
school budget, visit:  
www.northcolonie.org and 
click on Budget and Taxes.
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Part of this year’s budget includes interfund transfers to 
the capital fund to enable the district to perform minor 
reconstruction of its existing facilities as described below. A 
positive budget vote will constitute voter approval of these 
capital projects. For a full listing of interfund transfers, visit 
northcolonie.org and click on Budget & Taxes.

RESIDENTS TO VOTE ON BUDGET

continued from page 1

In addition to the stand-alone ENL classes, schools are 
now required to provide ENL assistance in the general 
classroom, giving  students an additional layer of support.

Technology infusion
North Colonie is proposing to expand its use of tech-

nology in the classroom in order to offer students more 
engaging instructional opportunities than ever before. 
$465,000 of instructional technology is being incorporated 
into the proposed budget, including Chromebooks, iPads 
and laptops. 

In addition, under the SMART schools bond act, North 
Colonie has a $1.8 million allocation of funds that is not 
part of its regular district budget, giving the district a means 
to upgrade and enhance its instructional technology infra-
structure. This year, the district plans to use $900,000 of the 
allocated funds to purchase additional technology outside 
of the proposed 2016-17 budget. Teachers will work closely 
with iTRTs–instructional technology resource teachers, to 
implement the technology into their instructional practices 
in a thoughtful, meaningful way.

“This infusion of instructional technology, combined 
with the professional support from our instructional tech-
nology resource teachers, will allow us to create engaging 
instructional experiences in which students can collabo-
rate, create, and stretch the boundaries of their learning 
beyond the school walls,” said Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction, Kathleen Skeals.

Mission Focused Budgeting
The district’s goal was to craft a budget that not only 

aligns spending and uses savings gained from attrition to 
fund educational priorities, but also puts the district in a 
position where it can continue on a path to sustainability 
in the coming years. The district anticipates no use of fund 
balance this year. 

“The 2016-17 budget represents our school community’s 
commitment to high educational quality and strong fiscal 
prudence,” said Superintendent Joseph Corr. “Sustainabil-
ity is a constant theme that runs through our educational 
program and our fiscal management.”

$3,052,736 million in 
interfund transfers 
to the capital fund

Blue Creek Elementary: 

Repave all driveways and parking lots and expansion of parking lots, 
replace school sign and install generator

Boght Hills Elementary: 

Replace a portion of the roof, repair building panels and replace 
school sign

Forts Ferry Elementary: 

Update and automate hallway heating systems and improve 
ventilation in key areas

Latham Ridge Elementary: 

Replace water shut off valve throughout building

Southgate Elementary: 

Replace a portion of the roof

Shaker Junior High School: 

Replace gym doors and improve PA system in the gymnasium

Shaker High School: 

Improve seating on athletic field - add 400 seats to “Home” side 

Replace and extend walk paths between Blue Creek and High School 
while improving drainage

Replace/extend air conditioning systems and univents in various 
locations in the High School

Pool renovation work

Repair courtyard deck roof area and boiler room chimney

Improvements to Media Center

Upgrade lighting in F gym and sinks/storage in Art Rooms

Transportation Department:

Replace and upgrade roof to address safety issues and replace bus 
exhaust system in mechanic bays

Goodrich School:

Renovations for additional office/storage areas

Districtwide:

Replace telephone system throughout district 
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2016-17 Budget Summary: 

instructional Programs

2015-16 
Budget

2016-17 
Proposed

Core Curriculum $28,869,980 $29,378,008
CTE $2,776,361 $2,841,314
Art and Music $4,578,408 $4,615,740
Health & Physical Education $3,208,657 $3,234,201

Foreign Language $2,660,295 $2,495,442
Learning Enrichment $1,220,732 $1,255,847
Special Education $13,787,874 $15,120,012
Guidance $4,082,759 $3,707,230
Textbooks, Software, Library $1,978,813 $1,958,322
Health Services $1,421,012 $1,509,987
Sports & Co-Curricular $1,360,767 $1,387,669
Summer School $794,808 $807,906
Community Services $207,293 $188,510
Interfund Transfers $150,000 $150,000
Transportation $6,320,928 $6,218,374
BOCES Services $640,000 $639,559
SUBTOTAL $74,058,687 $75,508,121

2015-16 
Budget

2016-17 
Proposed

Board of Education $431,818 $451,253
Central Administration $3,957,394 $4,268,840
Information Technology $1,094,039 $1,404,388
Insurance $303,500 $369,500
School Administration $6,079,340 $6,727,994
SUBTOTAL $11,866,091 $13,221,975

2015-16 
Budget

2016-17 
Proposed

Debt Service $4,361,669 $4,308,933
Property Services $158,000 $158,000
Interfund Transfers $3,000,000 $3,052,736
Bus Purchase $843,000 $837,000
Operations & Maintenance $8,381,244 $8,251,504
SUBTOTAL $16,743,913 $16,608,173
 
TOTAL BUDGET

 
$102,668,691

 
$105,338,269

Administrative  12%

New York state law requires all school districts to present their budgets divided into three 

expenditure categories (program, administrative and capital) and compare them to last 

year’s amounts. North Colonie’s three-part budget breaks down as follows:

Capital

 Administrative

A LINE-BY-LINE LOOK AT EXPENDITURES
2016-17 Budget Breakdown: 

Program 72%
Includes salaries and benefits for 
all teachers and staff who deliver 
pupil services (guidance, health, 
library/media etc), textbooks and 
equipment, co-curricular activities, 
athletics and transportation costs 
(except bus purchases).

administrative 12%
Includes salaries and benefits 
of administrators, supervisors 
and administrative clerical staff, 
public information and printing, 
curriculum and staff development, 
school board costs, tax collection 
and some legal costs.

Capital  16%
Includes salaries and benefits of maintenance and custodial staff, debt 
service on buildings, school bus purchases, utilities, general insurance and 
tax certiorari and court-ordered costs.

Capital  16%

Instructional  
Programs  72%
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Q
Q

Q

Q

Estimated Property Tax Rate

Instruction 
72%

Tax rates for next year are estimates only. The district will set final tax rates in August based on final assessment 
figures provided by the Town of Colonie Assessor and equalization rates provided by the State Office of Real Property Services. 
To learn more about the Tax Levy Cap, visit northcolonie.org and click on Budget and Taxes.

meaning that only a simple 
majority vote is required for the 
budget to pass.

If the tax levy is 
increasing by 2.41 
percent, why is the tax 
rate only going up by 
0.6 percent?
Growth in taxable values 
due to new development and 
higher home values spreads the 
tax levy over a larger tax base. 
Preliminary information shows 
an increase of almost two per-
cent in the district’s tax base; therefore, 
the tax rate is estimated to increase  
by 0.6 percent.

Does the proposed  
budget cut any programs  
for students?
No, the proposed budget maintains, and 
in many cases, enhances programs for 
the district’s students. 

Why does the district use 
the figure of $150,000 as a 
median taxable value?
Since homes are not assessed at 100 
percent in the North Colonie Central 
School District, and since the residential 
assessment reflects 59 percent of the true 
market value,  a taxable value of $150,000 
represents a market value of $254,000. 
Note: the tax rate will be applied to a 
homeowner’s lower taxable value.

Year Tax Rate per $1,000 
of TAXABLE Value

2015-16 $25.03

2016-17 $25.17

If your house 
has a taxable 
value of:

Your estimated  
annual tax increase 
will be:

$150,000 $21

$300,000 $41

$450,000 $62

QWhat is the difference be-
tween tax levy and tax rate?
The tax levy is the total amount of taxes 
that a school district raises from property 
owners within the district in order to bal-
ance its budget. The levy is determined 
after accounting for all other sources of 
revenue, including state aid. The tax rate 
is used to calculate what each property 
owner will pay in school taxes.

How is a proposed 2.41 per-
cent tax levy increase within 
the tax cap?
Now in its third year, New York’s 
property tax levy “cap” has often been 
referred to as a “2 percent cap” on taxes.  
However, this is incorrect.  As prescribed 
by law, each school district must follow 
an 8-step calculation to determine its 
individual “tax levy limit.”

Under the state’s calculation for 2016-17, 
the North Colonie Central School District 
has a tax levy limit of $80,458,099, which 
is an increase of 2.41 percent. The district’s 
proposed levy is equal to this amount, 
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2015-16  
Budget

2016-17 
Proposed

Real Property Tax + STAR $78,567,585 $80,458,099
State Operating and Categorical Aid $15,751,553 $17,636,478
Annexation Aid $1,999,611 $1,713,953
BOCES Aid $566,275 $588,520
Textbook, Software, and Library Aid $548,685 $554,947
Full Day Kindergarten Aid $611,210 $0
Day School Tuition $1,442,500 $1,352,500
Charges for Services + PILOT $1,116,000 $1,061,000
Rentals $367,000 $282,000
Refund of Prior Year’s Expenses $210,000 $210,000
Community Services $197,000 $197,000
Miscellaneous $210,500 $163,000
Medicaid Assistance $100,000 $100,000
Interest and Earnings $45,000 $85,000
Fund Balance $935,772 $935,772
Total Revenues $102,668,691 $105,338,269

A contingent budget 
would mean $2.5   
million in reductions

Don’t forget to vote on may 17

Polls will be open from 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. at all  
elementary schools, the former Maplewood School and 
the Goodrich Building.

Voter Eligibility
By law, all voters must be U.S. citizens, age 18 or older, and residents of the North 
Colonie Central School District for at least 30 days prior to the vote. Voters must 
have a valid I.D.

Absentee Ballots
Residents who will be out of town or unable to vote in person due to illness or dis-
ability can vote by absentee ballot. You must complete an application to receive an 
absentee ballot. Applications must be received by the District Clerk at least seven 
days before the election if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or the day before 
the election, if the ballot is to be delivered personally to the voter. Applications can 
be found on the district website, northcolonie.org, and in the district office at 91 
Fiddlers Lane, Latham. Call 785-8591 for more information, or if you would like a 
ballot mailed to you.

If the proposed budget is defeated by 
voters, North Colonie has the option of 
putting the same budget up for another 
vote, putting a revised budget proposal 
before voters, or adopting a contingent 
budget. If the proposed budget is 
defeated twice by district voters, North 
Colonie must adopt a contingent budget. 

Under a contingent budget, requirements 
prohibit spending in specific areas 
including community use of buildings, 
certain salary increases, new equipment 
purchases, and capital improvements. 
Under the property tax levy cap law, the 
district also cannot increase the current 
tax levy by any amount—meaning a zero 
percent tax levy increase. 

For 2016-17, it is anticipated that a 
contingent budget would require the 
district to make an additional $2.5  
million in reductions.

A LINE-BY-LINE LOOK AT REVENUE

2016-17 Budget Breakdown: 
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On May 17, North Colonie residents will elect two members to the Board of Education. All board members run 
for a specific seat and serve a five-year term, without compensation.  Both candidates are running unopposed.

on the may 17 ballot: board of education election

MARY NARDOLILLO would like 
to retain the seat she filled in Septem-
ber 2015 following the resignation of a 
seated board member. She brings more 
than 10 years of experience to the North 
Colonie Board of Education, having 
previously served two full terms from 
2004-2014.  Additionally, Nardolillo 
served as Board President from 2009-
2012 and Board Vice President from 2007-2009.  She currently 
serves as the co-chair of the Budget Committee along with Ronald 
Von Dell.  Nardolillo is a longtime resident in North Colonie and 
has been very active in the school community for many years.  

W. RONALD  
VON DELL is seeking his 
second term on the Board of 
Education.  He is currently 
employed at Time Warner 
Cable as a field technician, 
responsible for installing and 
repairing cable television, 
telephone, and broadband 

systems in homes. Von Dell graduated from Lansing-
burgh High School, and has a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from SUNY New Paltz in Theatre Arts-Technical. He is 
an advocate of North Colonie Friends of Music, which 
supports the district’s music program.

“Service to the North Colonie School District 
has been a tradition and an honor for me. I value 
the collaboration that exists between the Board of 
Education, the teachers, staff, and administrators. 
With support from the North Colonie community, 
our work on the board is focused to bring a qual-
ity instructional experience to every student in our 
schools in a fiscally responsible manner. As our 
district enrollment grows and academic climate 
evolves, so do the challenges and so must the oppor-
tunities for our students.  I am excited to address and 
help meet these challenges.”

“It has been a privilege to serve on the North Colonie 
Board of Education for the past four years. I hope I will be 
granted the honor of serving another term. This district, like all 
districts, has been facing many challenges over the last few years. 
The state government has reduced funding while at the same 
time, mandated huge changes to educational programs and 
standards. This has proven to be a poor combination. The North 
Colonie School District has weathered this storm fairly well, 
but we still don’t have clear skies. We have a growing enrollment 
that needs to be addressed. We have an above average number of 
English as a New Language students who will require additional 
resources. We will continue to have uncertainty at the state level 
as curriculum changes and mandates continue, usually without 
adequate funding. Despite these challenges, we will continue to 
deliver the best education possible for our students.

Our job as board members is to provide a clear direction for 
the district to travel. Many of the policies we adopt go above  
and beyond what is required by the state, but reflect what is 
right in our community. It is through this process that we create 
change or maintain course. I have often told my daughter, a 
junior at the high school, that to make a difference you need to 
be part of the process. I believe I have brought, and if re-elected, 
will continue to bring positive ideas to the board. Thank you for 
your consideration.”
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School District Budget Notice

POSTAL CUSTOMER

 Under the Budget Proposed  
 for the 2016-17 School Year

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings 1 $520.79

Overall Budget Proposal Budget Adopted for the Budget Proposed for the  *Contingency Budget for  
 2015-16 School Year 2016-17 School Year the 2016-17 School Year

Total Budgeted Amount, Not including Separate Propositions $102,668,691 $105,338,269 $102,804,801

Increase/Decrease for the 2016-17 School Year  $2,669,578 $136,110

Percentage Increase/Decrease in Proposed Budget  2.60% 0.13%

Change in the Consumer Price Index  0.12%

A. Proposed Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount, Net of Reserve $78,567,585 $80,458,099 

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable N/A N/A 

C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable N/A N/A 

D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy 0 0 

E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $78,567,585 $80,458,099 $77,924,632

F. Total Permissible Exclusions $4,149,935 $4,421,982 

G. School Tax Levy, Excluding Levy for Permissible Exclusions $74,417,650 $76,036,117 

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to Support Library Debt                                                                                                                                  
and/or Permissible Exclusions (E - B - F + D) $74,417,650 $76,036,117 

I. Difference: (G - H); (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter Approval) 0 0 

Administrative Component $11,866,091 $13,221,975 $12,496,975

Program Component $74,058,687 $75,508,121 $77,589,389

Capital Component $16,743,913 $16,608,173 $12,718,437

*It is anticipated that a contingent budget would require an additional $2.5 million in reductions including: the elimination of most equipment purchases except those deemed necessary for health 
and safety reasons or that are state-aidable. In addition, the district would also be relying upon significant use of its fund balance, thereby reducing its savings, in turn, making it unavailable for use in 
future years.

The district does not have any separate propositions in the 2016-17 budget.

           

              
            

 
The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2016-17  by the qualified voters of the North Colonie Central School District, Albany County, New York, will be held at all elementary schools, the Goodrich Building and former Maplewood 
Elementary School in said district on Tuesday, May 17, 2016, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., prevailing time, at which time the polls will be opened to vote by digital machine. 
 
1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.


