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137 Young Writers from grades 4 – 6 were transported back to the tumultuous days of  President Abraham Lincoln, Gen-
eral Ulysses S. Grant and General Robert E. Lee, the days of  the American Civil War on February 10, 2011.  This was the 
student’s introduction to historical fi ction and the beginning of  a semester long writing experience.  Sergeant Ronald Harrower 
of  the 7th NY Volunteer Regiment (actually Mr. Harrower, LEP teacher at Latham Ridge dressed in costume) spoke of  his 

experiences as a soldier.  The teachers read 
journal entries, diaries and letters from real 
people who lived during the war.  A photo-
montage of  Civil War scenes also helped to 
bring the war era to life for the students.
The students were invited to learn about the 
American Civil War from the perspective of  
many different people and to then structure 
their own original piece of  historical fi ction.  
To help the students get started, the teachers 
shared a page from the diary of  Miss Emma 
Holmes of  Charleston, South Carolina.  Miss 
Holmes described how her life changed dra-
matically from March 1861 (She is attending 
a party.)  to December 1861 (Her city is in 
fl ames and everyone she knows if  trying to 
escape.).  They read a letter from Zachariah 

H. J. Benefi eld, a confederate soldier, who described the trying time he and his regiment were having, as they wanted to survive 
despite the rain, the snow, the hunger and the loneliness. And, fi nally a letter written by Private Halsey Bartlett, a Union soldier 
killed in action in Virginia.  Private Bartlett described his experiences in a new land and how his company was preparing for 
upcoming war action.

Cashera, Emily     LR/SHS
Cost, Amber SHS
Couture, Garrett            SHS
Deierlein, Jay SHS 
Dopp, Edward      District
Finsel, Barry SHS 
Gabriel Jennifer                  SHS
Gorman, James          Goodrich
Hennessey, Shawn     Goodrich
Kurkowski, Caroline             BC
Lopez, Kristin                     SHS
Marsh, Christopher               FF
Morrison, Sarah          Goodrich
Oakley, Mary                     SHS
Rossi, Diana                        SO
Sheeler, Lauren                 SHS
Shepard, Stacey                  BC
Spofford, Brian                     SHS
Treffi letti, Michael           SJHS
Tresansky, Lindsay          SHS
Weiss, Jaimie                 SJHS
Verdile, Nicholas               SHS

Twenty-two teachers, teacher assistants and administrators were awarded tenure at 
the January 24, 2011 Board of Education meeting.  A Welcome Reception was held 
before the meeting.

Nicholas Verdile

Diana  Rossi 

Stacey Shepard

Mid-year Tenure Appointments Geography Kudos

Once a German colony, which coun-
try in southwest Africa most recently 
gained independence?
Which country does NOT border Lake 
Victoria?  Kenya, Uganda or Nigeria?

Suva is the capital of  which South Pa-
cifi c island nation?

If  you can answer these questions cor-
rectly, you may have been competitive 
in the Shaker Junior High School Na-
tional Geography Bee held on January 
11, 2011.  Mr. Corr, Superintendent of  
Schools, served as moderator.

In a very tight competition, David 
LaBarge earned the designation as 
SJHS Geography Bee Champion.  
David will next complete a writ-
ten test which will be scored by the 
NYS Geography Bee Organization 
to determine if  David qualifi es for 
the NYS Geography Bee.  
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At the Shaker High School graduation ceremony in June 2010,  
Theresa Joslin, class of  1974 and Michael Elmendorf, 
class of  1992, were inducted to the Hall of  Fame. 
 
This year, as we look to expand our group of  honorees, we seek 
nominations for our Hall of  Fame. We believe members of  the 
Hall of  Fame are role models who can inspire our students to 
continue the tradition of  excellence which defines the North 
Colonie community. You may nominate an individual by visit-
ing our website, clicking on the Alumni link and downloading 
the form.
 
To be considered as a candidate for the Shaker High School 
Alumni Hall of  Fame, an alumnus must:
	 •	 be a graduate of  Shaker High School
	 •	 have graduated from Shaker High School at 
		  least five years prior to the nomination
	 •	 have a record of  outstanding achievement in 
		  his or her field
 	 •	 have made significant contributions to his or her 
		  field and/or the community at large, exhibit 
		  outstanding leadership, character and service 
		  to community
This year's honorees will be announced at the high school’s 
2011 graduation ceremony, and their pictures and names will 
be placed on permanent display at the high school.
 
VOTING GUIDELINES FOR INDUCTION
Seven (7) of  the twelve (12) members of  the Hall of  Fame Com-
mittee will be present for all voting. After ample information 
has been obtained to justify the consideration of  the nominee 

for induction, the Hall of  Fame Committee will vote on each nominee. 
The nominee in consideration shall be required to receive seven (7) af-
firmative votes for induction. (Voting shall be by written, secret ballot at 
a designated meeting. The tally of  the votes shall remain confidential to 
the Hall of  Fame Committee.)
 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION INDUCTEES
From time-to-time, individuals from the school and the community who 
have made outstanding contributions to Shaker High School will be con-
sidered for special recognition. Seven (7) affirmative votes by the Hall of  
Fame Committee will be required for this special recognition.

Shaker High School has many outstanding alumni whose lives bring credit to the 
North Colonie Central School District. The Shaker High School Alumni Hall of 
Fame provides a vehicle for the recognition of these individuals.

Proposed 2011 – 2012 Budget Meetings
Wednesday, March 30, 2011	 SHS Library – 7:00 pm.
Monday, April 11, 2011	 Public Comments on the Budget
		  JHS Auditorium – 7:00 p.m.
Monday, April 25, 2011	 Board Adopts Budget
		  Latham Ridge School – 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 4, 2011	 Public Forum on the Budget
		  Meet the Candidates
		  JHS Auditorium – 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 17, 2011	 Annual Election and Budget Vote
		  9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. at all 
		  elementary schools and Goodrich


